BLACK TIE AMERICA 2026
FAQ

Several folks have asked me about what this type of production entails.
Here is a FAQ to help answer some of those questions!

What is a Musical Revue?

Unlike a major musical that has a story line and dialogue, this
production is considered a Musical Revue. There will be very little
dialogue in this production. This type of revue is a form of
entertainment consisting of a series of patriotic songs, both solo
and choral. The show will be fast paced with a mixture of choral
and solo work. There is limited stage movement involved but the
performer can choose the level of participation he or she would
like to engage.

Why the name Black Tie America and what is the concept?
A Black-Tie event represents that something special is about to
happen and the term is closely associated with the performing arts.
My concept is to present, in an organized way, a collection of
choral works written by some of the greatest arrangers of all times.
I wanted to present works that all generations can enjoy and
appreciate. In this revue there will be something for everyone to
enjoy from the traditional standards to inspirational arrangements.
These pieces represent songs from a mixture of categories;
Contemporary, Traditional, Song Anthems of the South, Music
from the Greatest Generation, Young Patriots and Pop
Patriotic.



What do I have to do for Auditions?

There are no formal auditions for Black Tie America. If you have a
love for singing in a choral setting, then this is a show for you. You
do not have to be able to read music, but you do have to have a
good ear to be able to sing a particular part like soprano, alto, tenor
or bass.

How young can you be to a part of the production?
Even though this is mainly an adult production, there is a young
people section that will cover 3 specific songs in the show. Girls
and Boys as young as 10 years old can participate. Ages 13 and
above who have a maturity about them could possibly be chosen to
participate in the larger choral numbers. Our young performers will
not have as heavy of a rehearsal schedule if they are not part of the
main chorus.

How can I prepare for an audition?
Again, there are no formal auditions for this show. If you sing in
an organized group like your church choir or a high school choral
ensemble, then you are a step in the right direction. To prepare for
this show specifically we are making available 3 BLACK TIE
AMERICA Preview and Sing Through Workshops. Sunday
afternoon July 2 at 2:00 p.m. and Monday and Tuesday evenings
beginning at 6:30 in reception room 1 at the WBS. Folks can come
and listen and sing along with our accompanist or the rehearsal
tracks we will use for the show. Some music will be provided and
you are able to ask questions at that time. I am making this
available to you to help you get an idea of the music we will be
using.



What about Dancing?
Due to the nature and the brevity of this revue there is no planned
choreography associated with this production.

What will I be doing onstage other than Singing?
Soloists and Narrators will have the primary blocking (movement
onstage). The chorus will consist of moving on and off the stage
several times during the course of the revue into a set seated or
standing positions much like a concert choir.

What is the Commitment Factor for this show?
If you are cast, you are making a commitment of time. This
production will require a STRONG commitment but has varied
levels of involvement. I’ve tried to break it down further in this
FAQ. In the beginning, rehearsals will be mostly choral and 1 day
a week. As time moves on, we will add rehearsal days and when
we get closer to the performance; everyone involved will be
required to attend all rehearsals. I am flexible to an extent but will
expect everyone to work out conflicts. If you are not able to make
a priority commitment to the revue then you need to reconsider
your participation. Please note that it has often been the case that
folks that choose to limit their involvement will sometimes regret
not participating more.

What if I’m chosen as a featured soloist?
Featured soloists will be required to work on their solos, for the
most part, on their own. We will have a couple of rehearsals with
set time for solos only to work on style and any notes that are
questionable.



What about a Costume?
The WBS has a bevy of black dresses and tuxedos for you to wear.
Most cast members are able to furnish their own basic attire. Men
will be in black (bow-tie) tuxedos or black suits (with a black bow
tie) and ladies in black knee length, tea length or floor-length
formals or semi-formal dresses. The tuxedos, suits or dresses do
not have to match. They just have to be black! Some optional
costumes will be furnished for example; military uniforms to
accent a particular song.

Itis Fall and I am in the High School Band/Cheerleader! 1

really want to be in the show. What can I do?
There are some individuals who are very interested in being a part
of the show, but because of school obligations will not be to
participate on certain performance nights. I will take all of these on
a case by case basis. Please note that this could affect your
placement onstage in the show and limit solos if assigned.

When is the Show?
Performances will be November 11th through the 15th on the
Mainstage in the Dot Moore Auditorium.

What are my options for being involved?
The following list is a rough guide to a cast member’s
involvement.

Soloists/Chorus (all soloists are required to be in the chorus)
Highly involved with stage positions and movement

Chorus Only
Moderate involvement



What is a Workday?
Work days will be scheduled on various days over the next few
months after the show has been cast. Since this is a community
theatre event and we are all volunteers, all teen-age and adult cast
members are expected to help build, paint, sew, clean and prepare
for the show. Part of the fun is work days. Please be involved.

What does the Rehearsal Schedule look like?
Once the show has been cast a detailed (and flexible) calendar will
be issued. We WILL have our first full cast meeting on Thursday
evening July 20" at 6:30 at the WBS Playhouse. A tentative
outline of future rehearsals could be:

Mid-August to late-September: One rehearsal a week. In
the evenings, beginning at 6:30 and/or one Sunday afternoons
at 2:00. Rehearsal generally last for 1'% to 2 hours and is
mainly choral work.

Late- September to mid-October: an additional evening or
afternoon rehearsal will be possibly added. This stretch of
time will be flexible based on the level of involvement you
pursue. Not all cast members will have to be at every
rehearsal during this time.

Mid-October to Performance: Depending on the needs of
the show, 3 to 4 days a week with the week before the show
to include a Super Saturday (all day) rehearsal and the only
Wednesday evening dress rehearsal will be the week before
the performance. There is some flexibility and not all cast
members will have to be at every rehearsal until the
week/week and a half before performance.



General Rules for Rehearsal and Performances
No Alcoholic Beverages of any kind (champagne, beer, wine, wine
coolers, etc...) will NOT be permitted at any time during the
rehearsal or performance period.

Smoking will not be permitted at any time during the rehearsal or
performance period.

Please keep the auditorium clean and neat. Food and drinks are
permitted but it is expected of everyone to dispose of their empty
containers and wrappers and everyone is to help regularly help
empty ALL the trash cans.

Digital Image NOTICE
The Whole Backstage Theatre is a public use facility

Photographs taken anywhere in or around this public venue could
be used for security purposes and for the promotion of the
organization and its events.

Occasionally digital images of current productions, activities and
events, staff, alumni and visitors can be used to advance the
awareness and reputation of this organization. By attending events,
participating in productions both onstage or off you authorize the
use of your likeness without compensation from the Whole
Backstage for the purposes of general internal communication,
reporting of news and events and use with media outlets and
publications.

This includes rights to publish such images on the WBS website,
PR/informational materials, arts publications and any other theatre-
related publication. Images may appear as, but not limited to, print,
broadcast, video, CD-ROM, DVD and electronic/online media.



Generally, it is not necessary to obtain a release for any individual
or group photographed in a public venue or at a public event and
these photos remains the property of the Whole Backstage Theatre
and its agents.

A person can decline to be included in any photography related
sessions but it is up to the individual to make the effort to be absent
from random group photography in a public venue.



